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K&R Small Animal Sanctuary

Foster Parent Contract

Foster homes are essential to K&R Small Animal Sanctuary.  Without our foster homes, we would be unable to meet the demands of the rabbit overpopulation in the Fox Valley.  This would result in many more abandoned, released, and euthanized rabbits every day.  With the help of our foster parents, we are able to provide a sanctuary for rabbits of all kinds until a “forever home” comes along.


When rabbits are surrendered to our organization, they are taken for quarantine at our veterinarian’s office.  Here, they are caged in available small animal cages for 3-5 days (depending on their background) until they can be spayed/neutered.  During their stay at this facility, we are given the opportunity to weigh the animal, provide an intake evaluation of health and temperament, trim nails, groom coats, and observe the animal for any irregular behaviors.  After the adequate quarantine period is over, we spay/neuter the rabbit and allow it an additional 1-2 days for a quiet recovery where they can be observed for any change in behavior or complications.

After the rabbit’s time at the veterinary clinic, they then need to be placed in a foster home that will provide them with the care and attention that they deserve.  Many of these rabbits come from neglectful or abusive homes or homes where proper housing was not available.  It is necessary for our foster parents to show the rabbits what being a house rabbit is all about!  Some of the responsibilities that go along with this include litter training, socialization, bonding of appropriate pairs, and correcting temperament problems.


Once in a foster home, it is up to the foster parent to let K&R Small Animal Sanctuary know when the foster bunny is ready for adoption.  At this point K&R will begin advertising for the rabbit as well as start conducting interviews for potential homes.  Once potential parents have been decided on by the rescue, the foster home will be contacted in order to perform a “meet and greet” with the new owners and the bunnies!


It must be stated that many of our rabbits end up being long term projects and that some will never find appropriate parents, therefore when signing up to be a foster parent, we are looking for dedicated individuals willing to take on a long-term commitment.  If this is something that you think you can do, we encourage you to fill out a foster home application with K&R Small Animal Sanctuary.

K&R Small Animal Sanctuary’s Obligations to Foster Parents:
· Provide Spay/Neuter Services

· Provide Medical Care

· Advertise the rabbit(s) for adoption/sponsorship

· Perform Adoption Interviews

· Set up Meetings between Foster Parents and Potential Adopters

· Collect Donations and Adoption Fees

· Distribute Donations Among Foster Homes

Foster Home’s Obligations to K&R Small Animal Sanctuary:
· Provide for the Day to Day Needs of the Rabbit(s)

· Housing (We can provide SOME cages when available!)

· Hay

· Pellets

· Greens/Vegetables

· Litter

· Bedding

· Toys

· Nail Trimming and Grooming
· Socialize the Rabbits

· Provide Proper Litter Box Training

· Provide Transportation for Veterinary Care (See Below)
· Provide K&R with Personality and Behavior Information

· Be Available for Adopter/Adoptee Interviews and Meetings

· Make at Least One Follow Up Contact With New Parents

Medical Care:

If your foster rabbit is seriously ill or injured and requires emergency care, you are required to make an attempt to contact one of the Directors of K&R.  If no contact can be made, by all means take him/her to a veterinarian right away and contact one of the directors as soon as possible. 

Less critical medical conditions MUST be discussed with one of the Sanctuary’s Directors. We have access to discount services, spays/neuters, and medicine.  If contact is not made prior to treatment for a non-emergency we cannot guarantee reimbursement.  

Vacations:

Please let us know when you will be away. We understand that everybody deserves a vacation, and we appreciate it when our foster homes are proactive enough to find acceptable alternative care for their rabbits. We simply need to know if a rabbit needs to be pulled from the active list for a week or two because their foster parent is on vacation, we also need to be informed so that we can let people know that the rabbit that interests them will be available after X date. 

To avoid confusion among potential adoptive homes, foster homes are expected to only have adoptable rabbits from our organization and not be fostering for multiple rescue groups.  Volunteer activities for other organizations are fine.  Obviously, you are able to keep your own pet rabbits as well, provided you are not breeding them or using your rabbits for any banned activities (fur, meat, experimentation, etc.)
Naming Rabbits:

If a rabbit comes to us without a name, the first foster home for a rabbit gets to name the bunny. Once the name has been set, then it must stay the same even if the bunny changes foster homes. We need to have consistent records with our database, website and veterinary bills. Changing names only causes confusion and makes us look less professional.  Directors always get final say on names!!!!!

K&R Small Animal Sanctuary

Foster Parent Contract

Signature Page
I have read the Foster Parent Contract as provided to me by K&R Small Animal Sanctuary and agree to follow the instructions listed in the contract.  If any questions arise outside the scope of the contract I agree to contact K&R Small Animal Sanctuary.  I also agree to contact K&R prior to making any financial or medical decisions for which I expect reimbursement.  

Foster Bunny Name:_______________________________________________

Foster Home Signature:_____________________________________________

Print Name:_______________________________________________________

Date:_____ _______________________________________________________

K&R SAS Liasion:_____________________________________________________
